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Atheneum Society

of Wilbraham Newsletter #68 Summer 2008
Dear Friends of the Atheneum Society of Wilbra- aged children through historic programming. We
ham, could use your help to implement these important
initiatives and are reaching out to our membership
The Old Meeting House, the oldest standing Meth- first - for anyone interested in serving on the board
odist Meeting House in New England, and the of trustees for the Atheneum Society of Wilbraham
Hearse House (c1830), only one of 13 surviving in or for providing Building and Grounds oversight.
New England, are important artifacts of our local
living history. Now a public museum, our Meeting The board provides general oversight on the ac-
House was originally built as a Methodist church in tivites at the Old Meeting House - preserving the
1793 —4 years before John Adams was inaugu- historic Meeting House, Hearse House and hearse
rated as our nations' second president in 1797, and preparing exhibits for museum display. We
when our nation was only 21 years old. Both are hold a business meeting on the second Thursday
historic landmarks run by volunteers and supported of the month and an Exhibit Planning meeting on
for the enjoyment and education of others. the fourth Thursday of the month.

As a 501C3 organization, we are a non-profit group
of local people preserving local Wilbraham. We are
fortunate to have enormously talented people
among us to guide and accomplish our work, but
we can always use more volunteers. We are spe-
cifically inviting you to consider serving on the
Board of Trustees, to volunteer as host/hostess at
our Open Houses and to help with Building and

The Building and Grounds Chair oversees all con-
tracted work, provides advice and knowledge on
work to be performed and performs small tasks.
Please consider sharing your talents and experi-
ence with us- we are always delighted to increase
our friendships and we always enjoy welcoming to
new people to the House!

Grounds oversight. On Behalf of the Society,
At this time in our history we are expanding the use Joan Paris
of the museum complex and grounds and hosting President

tours for local service organizations and school

Visit Our Gardeng!

Please be sure to stop and see how beautiful
» our gardens are at the Old Meeting House.
» Athenuem Society Vice-President, Nan Nieske,
does a fabulous job of keeping our gardens
looking like something out of Better Homes and
Gardens magazine! Be sure to stop on a regular
basis as things are always changing!
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Fashions From Yesteryear
Vintage Clothing c. 1800-1930

In 1800, American Independence was only 25 years old. Our nation’s capital was moved from Philadelphia to
Washington and money from many countries circulated through America. Eighty percent of the American ;
population were farmers. From the early 1800’s until 1830, Americans wove more cloth in their homes than in PN
their industrial mills. Their daily clothing was fashioned for necessity, not fashion. The durable fabrics were 4
made to last harsh winters in the north and warm sweltering months in the south. Footwear was stitched to
thick leather soles for comfortable walking on dusty, rocky trails.

Women wore simple clothes - long sturdy dresses with bonnets or small close fitting caps. Men wore simple |
suits with knee breeches and long coats and tall hats. Only wealthy plantation families copied the regal styles of
Europe.

The decade of the 1820’s saw the formation of the Democratic and National Republic parties; Boston streets were lit with gas and
coffee became the most popular American drink. Americans gathered around the piano and sang in the evenings.

In the 1830’s Abner Doubleday laid out the first baseball field and the first baseball game was played in Cooperstown New York.
Late in this decade Americans suffered economic depression resulting in closed businesses and banks.

By mid century in 1850, the American population reached 23,000,000- of which 3.2 million were slaves. The sates were brewing
over slavery and the first oil well was drilled in Pennsylvania. During the decade of the American Civil War, shaves were 6 cents,
haircuts were 12 cents, shampoos were 25 cents and mink muffs were advertised at $12.00 in the New York Times.

In 1870, Americans moved into the second Industrial Revolution. Public telephones were installed, the first zoo was established in
Philadelphia; Tennis was introduced and Football uniforms were first worn. Between 1870 and 1889- there were 87,000 of rail laid,
Andrew Carnegie opened his first public library and canned meats and fruits began to appear in stores.

Between 1890 and 1899- 60%of stocks listed on the American Stock Exchange were railroad stocks, 23,000 children worked in the
factories of the 13 southern states, garment workers went on strike in protest of sweatshop conditions, Ellis Island became the re-
ceiving station for immigrants and new York City became America’s “Great Melting Pot” of immigrants from around the world.

The early 1900’s were prosperous in Europe and in America. There were no major wars fought during this time. Queen Victoria
had died in 1901 and the Edwardian Age began with the reign of her son, Edward VIL The Wright brothers achieved their first
flight in 1903 and naval arms dominated the military and political fronts.

The Edwardian Era was a short-lived time of great elegance in fashion. Paris dressmakers influenced women’s wardrobe and Lon-
don dictated menswear. Women’s fashions were ornamental with beads, feathers and fur and children were dressed in frilly roomy
tunic styles with tie collars and bows.

A little boy’s “ Sunday Best” included sailor suits and hats with the flowing streamers and the velvet
“Lord Fauntleroy” suits of elegance. Little boys still wore frock-like dresses with knee length breeches
tucked up to the knee in summer and long stockings worn underneath in winter.

Natural fibers were used for cloth making: linen, cotton wool and silk. The wool was largely used for
suits and undergarments. The straw boater hats appeared in the 1900’s and children wore straw hats and
= sailor hats with chinstraps.

The clothing on display at the Old Meeting House reflects these trends. Many of the garments were
generously donated from the earlier generation of the Ross Karlson family- here in town. Early

W American implements and literary pieces from the Charles Brewer family [Wilbraham circa 1835-
1850] are also displayed.




THEFPEFFERCORN FPAGE 3

The Atheneum Society
\ of Wilbraham

OPENHOUS

"Fashions of Yesteryear"

Where:

T he Old Mccting House
450 Main St., Wilbraham

When:

Sunday, Julg 15th
2:00-4:00 FM
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Save These

Dates!

2008 Open House
Schedule

July 13th—Vintage Clothing
August 3rd—Vintage Clothing
September 14th—Native American Theme
October 5th—Historic Cemetaries
November 2nd—Historic Cemetaries
December 7th—Tree Festival

Open House is held from 2—4 P.M.

www.wilbrahamatheneom. org

The Atheneum Society Corre-“I —
sponding Secretary, Lucy Peltier,\¥£'/
has done a total transformation of /

our website. It looks awesome!

Visit it at wilborahamatheneum.org. She welcom

any comments or suggestions you may hay§

Thank you Lucy!

Bishop Visits
Old Meeting House

The Old Meeting House was recently honored
by a visit from Bishop Wheeler of the New
England Conference of The United Methodist
Church.

The Bishop visits every year to use our OMH
as his location for ecclesiastical reviews. Can-
didates to be ordained as ministers travel to our
location from throughout New England to be
interviewed by the Bishop. He tells us that
our building has historical significance to his
interviewing process as it was the birthplace of
the Methodist ministry.

Mission Statement of the
Atheneum Society

The Atheneum Society of Wilbraham exists to
preserve local history and culture within the
context of the town’s historic Old Meeting
House and Hearse House museums to share
knowledge, educate and involve our local
community.

Value Statement of the
Atheneum Society

We value the camaraderie of community spirit
and our accomplishments as preservationists and
historic property caretakers by interpreting his-
toric collections and artifacts through meaningful
exhibits and maintaining our historic structures.
We engage in educational, social and interactive
programs to preserve the organization and ensure
that local history is conserved for future genera-
tions.
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Thank you to the following members who
have made contributions to the mainte-

0 nance of the OMH in addition to dues, as
E of June 23rd. This help is greatly appreci-
ated:

o PERSON TO Mr. & Mrs. Spurgeon Agerton Mr. & Mrs. William Massida

\NANTED EQU’;“S‘F EulLDlNG AND Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Albano Mr. & Mrs. Roger McAdams
VOLUN{\TDES MANAGER FOR co Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Allen Mr. & Mrs. Mark Morgan

GROU G LOCATED AT

NIAL BU\LD\{_\‘REET Norma Bandarra Joyce Muldrew

450 MAIN'S Margaret Bearse Mr. & Mrs. John Phillips

ouL LD B BE KNOWL . .

CANDIDATE Bg T MAINTAINING A Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Bureau Emily Pietras

EE’NGEEL??NLE AND BE WlL‘%‘SﬁAJgE Mr. & Mrs. Roland Corbeil Mary Quigley

[F)‘ERFORM Mo'\FleF\iN(;QQNWlLL Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cote Mr. & Mrs. Valentino Scatolini

MAJ

CONTR/—\CTED OuUT.
CT:
\F lNTERESTED PLEASE CONTA

o7
JOAN PARIS AT 596 - 409

Mr. Walter Fleming
Mrs. Louis Franklin
Evelyn Goss

Maureen Hanrahan

Dorothy Schwendenmann
Mr. & Mrs. Marland Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Spedding
Hayden Tibbetts

b —_ Mrs. Henry Herter Mr. & Mrs. Richard Trepp
= Lisa Johnson Wilbraham & Monson Academy
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn LaChapelle Mr. & Mrs. Paul Worthington
The cB All those who have renewed their membership for the yaar
Athene eum Society D THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. For
f\)»’l\bfaham anyone who has not yet renewédplease do s We really

e value your help. Without it there would be no Atheneum Soci-

//_

ety or Old Meeting House.

Historic Bell Gets New Home

We are pleased t
Church Bell.

announce the Atheneumbd butl er

The Baptist Church was located on Butler Hill (Route 20) in Wilbraham. The
original church was erected in 1779 and was destroyed by fire in 1833. The
church was rebuilt and remained in some

This is the second bell from that site. Markings on the bell indicate it was cast
in Troy, New York in 1863. The bell was acquired by Jesse Rice in 1963 and has
been in storage at the farm until his recent donation to the Society.

We appreciate the generosity of Ron and Mike of R & S Towing who donated their
services to move the bell. Ron provided a short tale on the day the bell was
moved: it seems that as a youngster he and others used to play with the bell in
the bell t owe romysteriousiyhrimging ® d Gldleveen.

The bell was relocated from the farm to the Hearse House (see photo) where it is now displayed. Thank you Jesse Rice for
your donation and your preservation of Wilbraham history.

Wilbraham History Books Available

Three Wilbraham history books are available through the Old Meeting House:

1963 Charles Merrick History of Wilbraham 1913 Chauncey Peck History of Wilbraham
1863 Rufus Stebbins History of Wilbraham

Each is $49.95, tax included. They can be obtained by writing the Old Meeting House, 450 Main St., Wilbraham,

MA 01095 or by phone with Morrie Hayn at 596 -4795. Checks should be made payable to The Atheneum Society
of Wilbraham.
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of Wilbraham
450 Main St.
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The

Atheneumn Society

Wilbraham, MA



