
Horse Drawn Rides, Ice Cream  

Social and an Art Show  
 

We have an exciting summer program for you that 

once again features a team of draft horses from the 

Blue Star Equiculture draft horse sanctuary at Bur-

gundy Farms in Palmer.  

 
On Sunday July 11 from 1 p.m. ï 5 p.m. these mag-

nificent horses will provide wagon rides and an an-

tique carriage (c.1880) ride ï as they point out a few 

of our historic houses along Main and Springfield 

Streets. Our local artists will return for the day as 

well, as we showcase the work of the endlessly tal-

ented artists from the Wilbraham Art League. We 

will also serve up an old fashioned ice cream social 

in the backyard, courtesy of Friendly Ice Cream, 

Corporation. 

 
These draft horses are truly an American national 

treasure, as they have shared the same roads with 

humans for 6,000 years! The draft horses--which 

built our roads, harvested our crops, supplied our 

railroads, fought our wars, and carried us to our 

graves are an indispensable part of our heritage and 

our common history and we are thrilled bring them 

back again to Main Street! When we do this we also 

support the Blue Star mission, which is to provide 

retired working horses a sanctuary and homeless 

working horses the opportunity to be useful and 

positively improve their lives, while bringing educa-

tion, equine awareness, skills and healing to the 

community and the environment. 

 
The events of the day are free and open to the public 

and while there is no admission cost for the day at 

the Old Meeting House, Blue Star will collect rider 

fees for the rides. The wagon ride is free to everyone 

under 5 years of age and $3 to all others. The antique 

carriage ride which seats 4 people is $5. Both will 

follow a route from the Academy parking lot on 

Mountain Road to Springfield Street, turning at Fac-

ulty Street and down along Main Street to the Wil-

braham United Church- noting historic houses along 

the way!  We will have pails of apples and carrots 

for the horses in the backyard- if you would like 

to bring some too - I know they would enjoy 

them. Yum! 

  

On August 1, from 2 p.m. ï 4 p.m. Dennis Picard, 

executive director at the Storrowton Museum will 

speak to us as an historic interpreter about the early 

Western Mass. railroad days that began in north Wil-

braham as we feature ñPaddy On the Railroadò. We 

will have a transportation theme on that day that will 

showcase various antique cars through the ages 

parked in the yard as well. 

 

Expect to be entertained by this consummate story-

teller, while you discover the men who put the trains 

on the tracks. The Western Railroad of Massachu-

setts was chartered in February of 1833. This trans-

portation construction project was to link the Boston 

& Worcester Railroad to Springfield, across the 

Connecticut River and onto the New York state line. 

This undertaking, which only took five years to 

reach that goal, required hundreds of skilled and 

unskilled workers to complete. Though many ethnic 

groups were represented among the crews the vast 

majority of the labor was done by those of Irish birth 

or heritage.  

 

Dennis has been a museum professional in the 

"Living History" field for almost thirty years now. 

He began his career at Old Sturbridge Village, and 

with his background in sociology and museum ex-

perience, has authored many articles on the lifestyles 

and folkways of New England. He enjoys bringing 

the past to life with period costumes, slides and 

hands-on exhibit materials. Bring the children to this 

one! 

 

As always, we couldnôt do any of it without your 

very generous support and friendship. We are always 

humbled by your generosity and grateful for your 

membership!     

   

Wishing you and yours a safe and happy summer 

season!  

 

Joan D. Paris 
 President  
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¶ Enjoy wagon and carriage rides (for a small fee) by 
Blue Star Equiculture Inc. of Palmer (an equine rescue 
organization).   

¶ View local work at the Wilbraham Art League art ex-
hibit and sale inside the Old Meeting House.   

¶ Cool off with ice cream provided by Friendly Ice 
Cream Corp.  
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2010 Open House  

Schedule  
 

July 11th* Garden Party  

¦ÚÌÚØÙduØÙdd¦ÓÙÎÖÚÊd¦ÚÙÔØdjd̆µÆÉÉÞdÔÓd

ÙÍÊd·ÆÎÑ×ÔÆÉ̇d 

September 12th  Guest Speaker  

October 3rd Adams Cemetery Tour  

November 11th  Tribute to Veterans  

December 5th  Festival of Trees  

 

Open House is held from 2 ˿4 P.M.  

(Unless otherwise note d)  

*event will be held from 1 - 5 P.M.  

Thank you to Cap-
tain Thomas Shaw 
and Firefighter 
Anthony Arventis 
of the Wilbraham 
Fire Department 

for helping us hang the buntings on the  
windows at the Old Meeting House.  We 
appreciate your help!   

 

Thank you to the following members who have made contributions to 

the maintenance of the OMH in addition to dues, as of May 15th.  This 

help is greatly appreciated: 
 

 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Spurgeon Agerton Mary Quigley   

Norma Bandarra   Mr. Joseph Roberts 

Margaret Bearse   Mrs. Anna Salls 

Mary T. Besko   Mrs. Frederick Schwendenmann 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bureau  Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sheehan 

Scott & Karen Clark   Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Smith 

Mrs. Louis Franklin   Marcia Soja  

Maureen Hanrahan   Mrs. Virginia Swallow  

Mr. & Mrs. John Lovejoy  Mr. Hayden Tibbetts 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger McAdams  Mr. Richard Trepp 

Dr. & Mrs. Walter Pacosa  Phyllis Walsh  
       

 
All those who have renewed their membership for the yearñTHANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT.  For anyone who has not yet renewedñplease do soñWe really 

value your help.  Without it there would be no Atheneum Society or Old Meeting House.   
 

Just a reminder that 
annual membership 
dues are now being 
collected.  Look for 
your membership 
payment envelope in 
the mail.   
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The fifth annual quilt show was a huge success. Well over 100 guests at-
tended the open house events held in both May and June.  Thanks to all 
the beautiful quilting pieces loaned to us by the following people: Tina Marie 
Riccardi, Nancy Peck, Charlotte Logan, Barbara Sirois, Carolyn Snyder, 
Meta DeSantis, Maria Gallo, Val Morton, Phyllis Ervin and Mindy Camyre.   
  
A thank you also needs to go to Jo Miner who provided us with a demon-
stration, at both open house events, of her incredible weaving skills.   
  
These ladies have been so generous to loan us so much of their quilting 
and woven work  and all who viewed the items at the open house remarked 
on each personôs talent in creating such colorful and different pieces.   

 
An additional thank you needs to 
go to Claudia Trzeciak of Wilbra-
ham Flowers for her floral displays 
that decorated the Old Meeting 
House and Joan Paris who prepared a beautiful table setting 
that included quilts and beautiful tableware from her vast collec-
tion.    
 
Thank you to all who helped make this show a winner!   Many 
inquiries were received this year regarding how to have work 
included in the display so look for new quilts from the old artists 
as well as new quilts from new artists next year!   

The event will include: 
 
¶ Storyteller Dennis Picard from Storrowton Museum speaking about the early railroad 
days in Western Mass through his òPaddy on the Railroadó presentation  

¶ Antique autos through the ages showcased outside in the yard (weather permitting)  
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