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HISTORY OF THE CHARTER 

Written on vellum, a treated animal skin 

used for high-end parchment during the 

Colonial Era, and in a baroque iron gall 

ink-based script, the Charter establishes the 

incorporation of the Town of Wilbraham. 

Prior to the document’s signing Wilbraham 

Village was considered a part of 

Springfield. The Charter, signed by 

Colonial Governor Francis Bernard, had 

been stamped and folded multiple times to 

fit into a two-inch-wide cubbyhole at the 

Massachusetts State House, where it 

remained gathering dust for over 200 years. 

Thirty years ago, it was recovered and 

moved to the climate-controlled 

Massachusetts State Archives.   

Age and the numerous folds made to the 

Charter to fit it into the small cubbyhole it 

occupied at the State House have adversely 

affected the document. Ink has flaked off 

and faded, creases left abrasions and in 

parts the manuscript is wrinkled.  

The roughly 30-by-30-inch document is also 

marked by two centered, embossed red wax 

seals at the top of the page on both back and 

front.  

 

 

 

RESTORATION & REPRODUCTION 

In November 2012, Senator Candaras and 

State Representative Angelo Puppolo paid 

for the 1763 manuscript to be restored by 

Northeast Document Conservation Center 

(NEDCC) in Andover. 

When the Charter arrived at NEDCC, it was 

given dry cleaning techniques to remove 

surface soil as well as humidifying and 

flattening between blotters under light 

weight. Furthermore, the document was 

encapsulated in a polyester film known as 

Melinex that will protect against future dirt, 

handling and atmospheric pollution. 

NEDCC adheres to strict principles to 

ensure that each historical document and 

work of art is preserved responsibly. 

According to Mr. Newman, all work done by 

NEDCC is reversible and aims at stabilizing 

the document rather than beautification.  

Additionally, NEDCC created a 

reproduction of the charter, which has been 

framed and will be presented as a gift to the 

Town of Wilbraham on its 250
th
 birthday 

from Senator Candaras and Rep. Puppolo. 

The reproduction will be on permanent 

display at the Wilbraham Town Hall. 

 



The following is the original text of the document: 

 
Section 1: -Bounds of the town of Wilbraham 

      -To join with Springfield in the choice of representatives 

Section 2: -Wilbraham town privileges and duties 

Section 3:-Town-meeting to be warned 

 

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE FOURTH PARISH OF SPRINGFIELD IN THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, INTO A 

SEPARATE TOWN BY THE NAME OF WILBRAHAM 

WHEREAS the inhabitants of the fourth parish in said Springfield have represented to this court that they labour under great 

inconvenienc[i]es and difficulties in attending on the publick affairs of the said town, by reason of their greater distance from the usual 

place where they are transacted, &e., and that they are increased to such numbers that it may be fitting they should be incorporated into a 

separate town ; and have accordingly petitioned this court therefor, -- 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representatives, 

[SECT. 1.] That the said fourth parish in said Springfield, with the addition of half a mile west from the west line of said parish, 

from Chicobee River on the north, to the northerly line of the township of Somers on the south,--be erected into a separate town by the 

name of Wilbraham ; and that the inhabitants of said town be invested with all the powers and privileges that towns in this province enjoy 

by law, that of sending a representative to this court only excepted ; and that the said town shall have full right and liberty, from time to 

time, to join with said town of Springfield in the choice of representatives to represent them at the general assembly ; and that the said town 

of Wilbraham shall be notified of the time and place of election, in like manner as the inhabitants of said Springfield, by a warrant from the 

selectmen of said Springfield, directed to the constable of said Wilbraham, directing him to warn the inhabitants of said Wilbraham to 

attend the said meeting at the time and place therein assigned ; and that the pay of such representatives be born[e] by said towns of 

Springfield and Wilbraham, in the same proportion, from time to time, as they pay to the province tax. 

 And in order effectually to prevent any future dispute that might otherwise arise between the said towns of Springfield and 

Wilbraham, respecting their joint interests or joint duties, -- 

 Be it enacted, 

[SECT. 2.] That the said town of Wilbraham shall enjoy the two ministry-and school lots in said town in full satisfaction of their 

share in the ministry-and school lands in said town of Springfield and of the money and debts already contracted, and have their due 

proportion of the town stock of ammunition; that they pay to the support of the present poor of said town of Springfield, now supported at 

the town charge, eleven pounds in one hundred, so long as they shall continue a charge to said town ; and that this act shall not be 

construed to hinder or prevent any persons, inhabitants of said Springfield, from cutting timber, or taking the herbage or stone, on any of 

the lands in said Wilbraham, so long as they remain unfenced, any more than if this act had not been made, -- 

 And be it further enacted, 

[SECT. 3.] That John Worthington, Esq., be and hereby is [c][i]mpowered and directed to issue his warrant, directed to some 

principal inhabitant of said Wilbraham, requiring him to warn the inhabitants of said town, qualified to vote in town affairs, to assemble at 

some suitable time and place in said town to choose such officers as may be necessary to manage the affairs of said town, which, at such 

meeting, they are hereby [e][i]mpowered to choose. 

 Provided, nevertheless,-- 

[SECT. 4.] The inhabitants of said Wilbraham shall pay their proportionable part of all such province and county taxes as are 

already set upon them by the said town of Springfield, in like manner as tho’ this act had not been made. 

 And be it further enacted,  

[SECT. 5.] That of the sum set on the town of Springfield, as their proportion, with other towns, to a tax of one thousand pounds, 

for the future the said town of Springfield shall retain the sum of eleven pounds two shillings and tenpence, two farthings ; and that there 

be set on the said town of Wilbraham the sum of one pound thirteen shillings and sixpence, as their rate or proportion for their payment of 

publick taxes.  


